THE BK1TISH EMPIRE
Raw Materials and Foodstuffs
In general, imperial economic policy could be
described as preferential but not exclusive. Within
the limits set by tariffs and preferences, with a few
quotas (and an import licensing system in New
Zealand), all countries of the world might sell as
they could in Empire markets, and throughout the
Em'pire they might buy what they could afford,
without hindrance by export duties or administra-
tive controls. This is an important fact in relation
to the problem of raw materials and foodstuffs.
The Empire is normally a great supplier' of food-
stuffs and raw materials to the world, but, vast as
it is, it is not self-sufficient in this respect, nor has
it sought to be so. If the United Kingdom and her
dependencies alone are considered, as being the
'Empire' in the sense of coming under a single
imperial rule, there is a net deficiency, under peace
conditions, of every important foodstuff except fresh
milk, tropical fruits, vegetable oils, cocoa, tea, and
coffee. In this respect the United Kingdom and her
colonies together are more dependent on commerce
with other countries than either Germany, Italy, or
Japan. The position is radically altered by the in-
clusion of the self-governing Dominions and India.
The whole Empire is then seen to have, in peace-
time, an exportable surplus of wheat and to be
approximately self-sufficient in rye, rice, and pota-
toes. Even so, it is normally still partly dependent on
foreign sources for maize, beef, pork, bacon and
hams, mutton and lamb, butter, cheese, and sugar. It
is not imperial connexion but naval command of the
seas that enables the Empire to face with assurance
the possibility of a long period of economic war.
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